
DIGI 
INNOVATIVE
PROJECTS
GRANT



The Government of the Bahamas has proposed the implementation of a Digi
Innovative Projects initiative to promote the advancement of technology in the public
service of The Bahamas. This initiative is in collaboration with The Bahamas Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Digital Transformation Unit (DTU), Access Accelerator, Small
Business Development Centre (A²), and Bahamas Development Bank. 

It is specifically to improve productivity and competitiveness by promoting the use of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the public sector. To this end,
$900,000 has been allocated to DTU to assist businesses to resolve an identified issue
in at least one government agency through innovative technology.

The maximum grant funding available to each entrepreneur will be $90,000.

Overview



Innovation
To highlight and promote ICT innovation

Efficiency
To enhance efficiency through increased productivity
and reduced cost of programme or service delivery

Transparency
To increase transparency in the functioning of
government

Goals

Recognition
To reward excellence

Development
To improve effectiveness, transformation and
professionalism of the public service to enhance services
or service access to citizens

Standardization
To collect and disseminate successful practices



Eligibility
Criteria

Business must be Bahamian-owned

Business must have two or more
partners/contributors

Must be an innovative idea that impacts the
Public Service

Must apply through the Access Accelerator's
Digi Innovative Projects Grant Form

Parent or Legal Guardian Consent (If under 18)
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Eligible 
Use of Funds

User
Experience

Software 
Development

Cloud
Infrastructure

Training
(to implement

innovative initiative)

Operational Support
eg. Bookkeeper;

 accountant; assistant

Security
Testing

Technical 
Hardware

Market
Development

Project 
Management Patents

Funds will not be provided for personal use,
repurpose or payment of existing loans/debts,
company/employee benefits or office space,
furniture or supplies.

Anything outside of the above list will be
reviewed on a case by case basis.



Executive Summary 

Project Plan with a breakdown of how the
innovation will be implemented including:

Business Plan with financial projections 
Innovation Project Budget
Partnership agreement between applicant
parties 
Letter of submission signed by all

    (brief outline of the innovation project)

     - Purpose and objective
     - Scope (inputs, budgetary considerations, 
        human resources, environmental factors, 
        implementation strategy,
        communications/dissemination, etc)
     - Success measures
     - Links to specific service in the public service   
     - Anticipated results, outcomes, impacts

     members 

Application
Requirements



Process
APPLICATION
Visit our website at www.accessaccelerator.org to complete
the Innovation Grant application form and upload the
required documents. The Applicant is the person responsible
for completion of the activity as planned, accounting for the
use of awarded funds, and reporting on the activity after
completion. In cases of activities involving more than one
person, the Applicant is considered the grant’s primary
individual and the project/team leader. Upon submission, the
applicant will receive an email acknowledging receipt of the
application along with next steps.

PROCESSING
All applications will be reviewed once the application
deadline expires on Wednesday, September 7th, 2022.

ADJUDICATION
The Adjudication Committee (Access Accelerator
Committee) will meet to adjudicate on the applicants.
All applicants will be contacted to confirm their
application status.

APPROVAL
A list of shortlisted candidates will be sent to the
Approval Committee for final approval based on the
Adjudication Committee’s recommendations. The
Approval Committee consists of  DTU, A², DTaD, IDB,
eCab and a member from the private sector. This
process will take up to four (4) weeks after the
application period has ended.

DISBURSEMENT
If approved, the grant contract will be sent and a signed
copy must be returned to begin the disbursement process.
At the end of each phase deliverable, the applicant must
provide the relevant receipts and photos of items and
services purchased. Before each payment, a DTU financial
representative will contact grant recipients to collect
impact data and will evaluate after each phase before the
second and final disbursements. 



Who is facilitating this grant
initiative?
Through a joint partnership, all applications
will be processed by Access Accelerator
using the criteria specified by the Digital
Transformation Unit (DTU). Final approval for
funding will be done by DTU. 

Frequently Asked
Questions

Is there an age restriction?

No. This initiative is open to all ages with
two categories. Category A for those
under 18 and Category B for over 18.

If approved, what are the conditions?

Winning proposals would be subject to legal contract. The DTU
will provide lending conditions to support the financing of the
project. The Applicant must sign and agree to these policies.
Any misuse of funds will result in legal proceedings. 

Can I receive this grant more than once?

As this is a one-time offer, successful applicants cannot
reapply for funding under this grant program in future
rounds. If a new series of grants are made available, then
applicants may be eligible to apply under such conditions
but MUST prove successful outcomes from application of
the proceeds from a previous grant.



Innovation
is the introduction of a new idea, or simply,
something new. It can also be defined as the
practical implementation of ideas that results
in the introduction of new goods or services or
improvement in offering goods or services.
Therefore, an Innovative Project means that the
project itself is innovative and creative.


